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THE lOW A HOMEMAI{ER 
"A Magazine tor Homemakers from a Homemakers' School" 
VOLUME 6 
T HE passage of the bill, Febru-ary 24, 1925, providing funds for 
research in Agriculture and 
Home Economics commonly known as 
the Purnell Bill, marks a very definite 
milestone in the progress of Home Ec-
onomics in our Land Grant Colleges. 
For the first time by federal grant 
funds have been set aside definitely 
for research in Home Economics. Up 
to this time some research, limited 
rather generally to foods and nutri-
tion, has been carried on in the larger 
institutions, but we have had neither 
staffs qualified in experience or train-
ing, not funds to promote much ser-
ious research. The Home Economics 
leaders the country over realized that 
our teaching must of necessity be 
based upon careful research of the 
problems which have to do with the 
home. The problems entailed in feed-
ing the family demands a knowledge 
of scientific facts in foods and nutri-
tiontion. The modern household must 
be run on as much of an efficiency 
basis as is commensurate with home 
ideals. This demands careful study, 
investigation and research in equip-
ment, in the expenditure of time, en-
ergy and money. 
Following the passage of the bill a 
conference was called in St. Louis, 
April 20th and 21st, to discuss the pro-
cedure of exlJeriment station admin-
istrators under the Purnell Bill. Here 
a program for research work to be 
carried out by the Land Grant col-
leges fo the year 1925-26 was outlined 
under four principle groups. Upon 
these the experiment station directors 
agreed to concentrate their efforts 
during the coming year. One of these 
groups deals directly with Home Ec-
onomics problems and was divided un-
der the two main subdivisions; first, 
Vitamin Content of Studies in Rela-
tion to Human Nutrition, and second, 
Rural Home Management Studies. The 
other third group dealt with problems 
in Agriculture. There were two com-
mittees appointed to work out the 
Home Economics projects. The com-
mittee on vitamins, under the chair-
man ship of Dr. Louise Stanley, Chief 
of the Bureau of Home Economics, 
outlined their project under three 
main heads; one, The Vitamin Content 
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of Foods as Affected by Variations in 
Methods of Production; two, Vitamin 
Content of Foods as Affected by Meth-
ods of Handling; and three, Practical 
Application of our Knowledge of Vit-
amin Content of Foods in Dietaries. 
The ·second committee on Rural 
Home Management Studies, under the 
chairmanship of Anna E. Richardson 
of the Division of Home Economics, 
Iowa ·State College, suggested that the 
two major management problems 
which faced the homemaker are, the 
managemen~ of time and energy, and 
HOME 
'Tis the gentle pitter patter 
Of wee feet upon the stair, 
The sound of children's laughter 
Gaily ringing through the air, 
The shining eyes that smile at 
us, 
Wee lips that hold a kiss 
Far sweeter than the nectar 
That the bee from flower sips; 
'Tis the fire's soft warm wel-
come, 
And the lampl:ght's mellow 
glow, 
Friendly books and easy chaire, 
And the folks we like to know; 
The love, and light, and laughter 
That go singing through the 
gloam, 
All telling us of peace within, 
That makes a Home a Home. 
Elizabeth MacMaster Brockway. 
the management of income. Three por-
jects were outlined; The Use of Time 
by Farm Homemakers, Efficiency 
Studies of the Household Plant, anrl 
Food Expenditures of Farm Families. 
The act is an enabling Act and this 
year carried with it an appropriation 
of $20,000. It is hoped that the Home 
Economics departments, in co-opera-
tion with the Agricultural colleges, 
will avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity to start investigation and re-
search of fundamental importance. 
NUMBER 4 
Iowa State College is fortunate inas-
much as the Home Economics Division 
faculty was equipped to handle the 
problems outlined, and so have out-
lined and have approved by the Di-
rector of E:.periment Stations of the 
college, projects along the line indi-
cated for Home Economics. 
The vitamin studies to be under-
taken will deal primarily with vege-
tables. Dr. P. Mable Nelson of the 
Department of Food and Nutrition in 
co-operation with the Horticulture De-
partment will undertake these studies. 
Under efficiency studies of the house-
hold plant the project of the applica-
tion of electricity in the farm home 
is being carried on by Miss Eloise 
Dav.son of the Household Administra-
tion department. This work has been 
underway for the past year at Garner 
and in another year we anticipate in-
teresting and important data in this 
fie:d. 
The third project is a study of the 
Consumption Habits of Iowa Farm 
Families. This is to be undertaken by 
Dr. Elizabeth Hoyt of the departments 
of Economics and Household Admin 
istration. She will be assisted in the 
research by Mrs. Vivian Moe Jones, a 
graduate of Iowa State College and 
the University of Iowa. 
It is anticipated that the Division 
will do some special work with ' the 
cooking of meats in co-operation with 
Professor Helser who is a member of 
the national committee on "The Fact- ./ 
ors Involved in the Production and 
Quality of Meat." This will be in 
charge of Dr. P. Mabel Nelson. 
The readers of the Homemaker wlll 
be interested in following the work of 
these committees and it is expected 
that information of value to Iowa 
homemakers, growing out of these re-
searches, will be published from time 
to time. 
A new State Home Economics Com-
mittee on ·Student Clubs has been cre-
ated. Ida A. Anders of Iowa State 
College is chairman and the other 
members will be students, one from 
each college club which is affiliated 
with the State Association. 
